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Wolfhounds deploy

“On September 11, 2001, enemies of freedom
made our country a battleground. Their method
is the mass murder of the innocent, and their
goal is to make all Americans live in fear. Yet
our nation refuses to live in fear. And the best
way to overcome fear and to frustrate the plans
of our enemies is to be prepared and resolute at
home, and to take the offensive abroad.”
President George W. Bush
October 2003

Once a%ai n, the Wolfhounds of
the 2/27 IN, 25" ID(L) are answering
(con’t on page 8)
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ceremonies on 18 March.

Afghanistan Revealed

Afghanistan, which literally
means Land of the Afghan, is a
mountainous  land-locked  country
located in Central Asia. Is has a history
and culture that goes back over 5000
years. It is approximately the size of
Texas and ranges in elevation from 500
ft. above sea level in the southwestern
plateau to 25,000 ft. in the central
highlands.

Afghanistan has a mostly dry
climate marked by temperature
extremes. Although occupying the same
latitudes of south central USA, the
mountainous nature of much of
Afghanistan produces a far colder
climate. The country aso has the “Wind
of 120 Days,” which blows from June

through September at speeds in excess of
(con®on page 4)




Commander’s Forum

- LTC Piatt, No Fear 6

In 327 BC Alexander the Great came to
Afghanistan. Since then many great
warriors have come and many have
conquered but few have ruled for long
and fewer still left Afghanistan alive.

We go now not to conquer but to
secure a future for the Afghan people—
not to destroy but to build—not to kill
but to bring life and hope to this hard
land. But we come with strength and we
will use force on those who attempt to
disrupt the stability we bring.

To win we must build hope in
people who have none—we must
establish security—not the temporary
security from the barrel of a weapon but
through the good and peaceful
governance of the Afghan people
themselves. This is no easy task some
say that it requires a diplomat or a
volunteer peace organization—they are
already there and they can't do it. No it
requires a soldier—it requires a
Wolfhound.

Look around you. The walls of
D Quad have seen many Wolfhounds
depart before you. Ther spirit lives
inside this ground and inside each of
you. We have lived in this quad since
1921. We left in 1942, fought battles
throughout the pacific, served in Japan
and then fought in Korea and did not
return until 1954. We left again in 1965
this time to Vietnam and returned in
1970. Not every Wolfhound saw D-
Quad again but we made certain that
every Wolfhound came home.

Next week we depart again, in
2004 and we won't return until 2005.
Many Wolfhounds tell me we have the
short tour. And many are watching us—
know they are with us as we deploy—
great men like Soloman, Michadlis,
Foley, Millett, McKinney, and O’ Reilly.

What is different is that this time
it is our turn—our turn to make history
as we defend our nation’s freedom in a
foreign land. None of uswill go aone—
but at times you will feel alone. Know
that al of us go on this journey
together—and we go as Wolfhounds
have always gone—with NO FEAR!

Wolfhoundsit isour turn.

CSM’s Notes
- CSM Yates, No Fear 7

As the battalion commander
states at each live fire AAR, we [the
battalion] are ready for anything the
commander asks of us. But we must not
forget to prepare our families;
communication will be difficult at best.
Specia powers of attorney for POV'’s,
child care, pay changes and leases must
be done now. Although this areais hard
to judge, when you return and your
family had no troubles you will know
you successfully prepared your family
for deployment. | am concerned about
families returning to the mainland where
a strong support structure does not exist.
The best place for families is here on the
island where the entire post is geared to
support and assist our families while we
are gone. Findly, for our wives, stay
busy, do not camp in front of the TV
waiting for bad news. Whatever your
daily schedule was before your husband
departed, keep it-especially for children.
This deployment will make your family
and marriage stronger.



Staff Notes

S1

-Go to http://www.25idl.army.mil for
inquiries on deployment pay. The
specifics about Family Separation,
Hazardous Duty, Hostile-Fire, and Tax
Zone Exclusion entitlements and other
means of augmenting your pay can be
found at the 125" Finance Battalion
section of the website listed above.

Rear-D News
- Lt Benson

As we prepare our soldiers and
families for Operation Enduring
Freedom, take note of the many events
and opportunities to strengthen ourselves
as a family. Here are the key contacts
and other important phone numbers. The
FRG isin place to assist family members
of our deployed soldiers and provide
information on upcoming events.

LT Benson: 655-2559

Cythia Piatt: 624-9844

Cristina Beckett (HHC FRG): 834-5682
Kristen Bradley (A Co FRG): 624-2748
Tami Sago (B Co FRG): 624-5008
Leigh Armstrong (C Co FRG): 833-8733
2-27 IN Staff Duty: 655-2553

Red Cross; 1-877-272-7337

ACS: 655-2400

Chaplin Mead: 655-1149/9307

Acute Care Clinic: 433-8850

Post Information: 449-7110

Address Update

One of the most important things
to get for a deployed soldier is mail.
Sometimes e-mail just won't do it. You
can’'t fold it up and put it in your pocket
or save it for later. The biggest morae
booster for the hardest of soldiers is

receiving pictures and letters from home.
In fact, soldiers sometimes pass letters to
read just so their buddy won't get too
lonesome. Soldiers will often keep their
letters right inside their Kevlar helmets
or in their pockets and be reminded of
their loved ones wherever they go. A
few soldiers have opted to have dog-tags
engraved with their family’s photo from
the Pearl Harbor NEX to ensure
memorabilia goes everywhere with
them. Soldiers often keep all their mall
for the entire deployment in ziplock bags
and seldom leave it behind.

Sometimes, especially for this
battalion, there is limited access to the
internet. Accessis limited by a shortage
of computers devoted to morale and
welfare, remote operating base locations,
or simply technical difficulties. Please
post handwritten letters monthly, to
supplement the e-mails you send. Your
Wolfhound will appreciate it.  Our
deployed mailing address will be:

Last name, First name
Company, TF 2-27, 3BCT
APO AE 09354

SSG Watts of C Co receives one of the several
shots all soldiers needed to prepare for
deployment.



Soldiers conduct a layout of their equipment.

(Afghanistan Revealed con’t from page 1)

110 mph. Summers are April through
September and winters are October
through March. Extreme winter
temperatures range from 100 degrees
Fahrenheit to -3 degrees Fahrenheit.

The extreme summer high temperatureis
118 degrees Fahrenheit in the west, and
the extreme low temperature is -4
degrees Fahrenheit in Kabul. The rainy
season lasts from October through April.
Although rainfall usually is scant,
periodic heavy rains combined with
melting snow have caused flooding.
Generaly, no area receives more the 15
inches of rain annually.

The exact population  of
Afghanistan is unknown; however, it is
estimated to be around 28.7 million, as
of 2003. The mgjor cities are the capital
of Kabul followed by Kandahar, Herat,
Mazar-e-Sharif, Jalalabad, and Konduz.

Magor ethnic groups include
Pashtun, Tagik, Hazara, and Uzbek.
Other ethnic groups include Aimaks,
Turkmen, and Baloch. Principal
languages are Pashtu and Afghan
Persian (Dari). Approximately 84% of
the population are Sunni Muslim, 15%
are Shi’a Muslim. There is a conflict
between warlords and factions that are
ethnicaly and religiously tied. Most
Pashtuns are Sunni and revolted when

minority Shi’a Muslims took control
following the Soviet pull-out and
subsequent failure of Afghanistan's
communist regime.

Afghanistan identifies itself as an
“lIslamic Republic.” The new national
constitution adopted in January 2004
paves the way for nationwide
presidential and parliamentary elections
to be held in June 2004 while the
Wolfhounds are in Theatre. Political
partiesin Afghanistan arein aflux and
many prominent players have plansto
create new parties, the Transitional
Islamic State of Afghanistan (TISA) is
headed by President Hamid Karzai; The
TISA is a coadlition government formed
of leaders from across the Afghan
political spectrum; there are also several
political factions not holding positions in
the Transitional government that are
forming new groups and parties in hopes
of participating in the 2004 elections.

The government’'s authority
beyond the capital, Kabul, is growing
slowly. Its ability to deliver necessary
social services remains dependant on
fund from the international community.

So far, the United States has committed
(con’t on page 5)

Sgt Lawrence of HHC makes adjustments
to his Kevlar



(Afghanistan Revealed con’t from page 4)

$4 billion to the reconstruction of
Afghanistan, while other donors have
pledged an additional $5 hillion to meet
short and long-term needs.

With  anti-terrorist  codlition
support, the government’s capacity to
secure Afghanistan’s borders to maintain
internal  order is increasing. The
government continues to work closely
with coalition forces in routing out
remnants of Al Qaeda and the Taliban.
The core of an Afghan National Army
(ANA) is being trained, as are police.
Some reforms are on the way, most
prominently at the Ministry of Defense,
which has been reorganized to better
reflect Afghanistan’s ethnic diversity.

Chaplains Corner
Chaplain Bo Welch

“Those who sow reap it.” (Job 4:8)

“The wicked man earns deceptive wages, but he
who sows righteousness reaps a sure reward.”
(Proverbs 11:18)

“Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will
aso reap sparingly, and whoever sows
generously will aso reap generoudy.” (2
Corinthians 9:6)

“Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A
man reaps what he sows. The one who sows to
please his sinful nature, from that nature will
reap destruction; the one who sows to please the
Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eterna life.”
(Galatians 6:7-8)

Many people live as though their
actions have no consequences and when
their actions do have consequences, they
clam little or no responsibility... | do
not think that people purposefully go
through life making bad decisions and
trying to cover up ther failures. |
believe that there are spiritua forces of
evil that are at work to destroy al that

God has made. Our human nature is
dominated by our pride and selfishness.
Yes, many of us have learned how to
make ourselves look good on the
outside, but if we are totally honest with
ourselves, we have to admit our own
inward corruptness.

How does someone who is so full
of pride and selfishness sow seed that is
righteous and pleasing to God? That is
the question that every human being is
faced with. The answer is, a corrupt
plant produces corrupt seed, but a pure
plant produces a pure seed. We are all
corrupt plants in desperate need of being
made pure. We need to be saved, and
that is why God sent His only Son, Jesus
Christ todieon across. Jesus work on
the cross pays the debt for our sins and
makes us pure and able to sow good
seed. All we need to do is acknowledge
our own inward corruptness and fal at
the Saviors feet and receive His
forgiveness. Thisiswhat Christians call
the Good News or The Gospel.

As 2-27 IN prepares to deploy, |
encourage everyone to take a good look
inside  themselves and  prepare
themselves spiritually. If 1 can help in
any way, then please come by the office
or make an appointment.

CPT Sego B Co Commander leads the way.



Seems Kolchak (above) is apparently wondering
who SPC Garrett (below) is trying to fool by
appearing busy in the S3 shop.

Wolfhound Legends

SPC Martin - HHC 2/27 (S-3)

A fellow soldier once told me a
story about a little adventure he had with
his roommate on Waikiki beach one
weekend. The story was told ailmost a
year ago, so | am foggy on the exact
details. And, it would be difficult for me
to try and insist that | am not
embellishing the original anecdote a bit.
In fact, after this article is published the
real facts might come out and make me
appear to be awise-guy. Nevertheless, |
cannot resist telling the tale the way |
remember it, and the way | have been
telling friends of mine since | first heard
it.

It would be impolite to use the
actual names of person involved, so let
us just cal the two young men Neal and
Bob. As the story goes — or as |
remember it, Neal and Bob were in
Downtown Waikiki having a few drinks
as many Infantrymen do on a Friday or
Saturday night. As the hours passed and
night became early morning the two
soldiers had to take last call and vacate
the bar. Now, | don't want to say the
two men were drunk, because as we all
know members of the 2-27 Wolfhounds
are far too upstanding model soldier
types to ever actually be what one might
call intoxicated. Rather, they were just
feeling a little influenced by the effects
of the beer they had been drinking.

And so, as it were, Neal and Bob
felt compelled, after a long evening of
celebration, to take a little dip in the
waters of beautiful Waikiki. And, being
conscientious people they thought to
avoid getting completely wet and
soaking their civvies before returning to
post. So, Neal and Bob stripped down to
their boxersin the dark and jumped into
the ocean for alittle swim. After awhile
they returned to the beach and must have
been worn out from swimming or
something cause they both passed out on
the beach without even bothering to put
on their dry clothes, which were laying
in various places approximately 20 yards
from where they fell asleep.

Now, being experienced
infantrymen it was only natural that the
two men fell asleep in what one might
call the spoon-like tandem arrangement
because as they knew from the field, this
tactic conserves body heat.

So anyway, Neal and Bob fall
deep into slegp and did not wake up until

the sun rose the next day. Neal wasthe
(con’t on page 7)



(Wolfhound Legends con’t from page 6)

first to wake. It seems he heard what
sounded like people conversing as at a
cocktail party. Slowly helifted his head

while barely cracking one eye to see a
few yards up the beach a cameraman
with his lens pointed past them and at
something in the water. He heard the
sound of splashes behind him, and as he
brushed the sand from his face and lifted
his head up more he realized there were
gpectators lining the beach and severa
other cameramen. He was overcome
with confusion and began to shake Bob.
And, as he turned his torso around to see
what the cameramen were filming, and
feeling an unexplained furious headache
coming on, he spies several men running
in his direction from out of the water
wearing Speedos. That is when Bob too
looked around in shock as they both
realized they had passed out on the
landing site for atriathlon.

Wolfhounds standing tall at the brigade
deployment ceremony. (Kolchak isjust taking a
quick breather)

Hellraisers sounding off during the brigade run.

Ask Martin
SPC Martin — HHC 2/27
(S3)

Q: IsMAJ Whitehurst asfit as he says?

A: He does spend alot of time in the gym, but he
mostly just flexesin the mirror and asks CPT
Cardone how he looks.

Q: How hard isit to supervise al ten officersin
S3?

A: You mean SGM’s Daycare? Very difficult,
they are always showing up in the wrong
uniform or missing formation.

Q: Isit true that you sleep in Eternity Hall?
A: Yes, thisway | can help the S3 build sides
and rehearse at all hours of the night.

Q: Isit true that Mrs. Piatt finished the marathon
thirty minutes before LTC Piatt?

A: Well...yes, which means she finished one and
ahalf hours before any other Wolfhound that
ran.

Q: Why does CPT Cardone wear his hair like
that — short and shaved look? Not completely
sure on this one, but believe the underlying
influences have to do with envy, inconfidence,
undue influences as a child, perhaps even
sucking up to the CG & COL. Pedersen who
both wear their hair the same way — it iskinda
weird and now that it's out in the open I’'m going
to keep an eye toward thisin the future.



(Wolfhounds Deploy con’t from page 1)

the nation’s call. On March 16, the first
contingent of Wolfhounds deployed to
Afghanistan in advance of the main
force. The remaining elements of 2/27
will begin deploying on March 23. We
go as part of the 3 Brigade Combat
Team in support of Operation Enduring
Freedom. This most critical mission will
add another distinguished chapter to the
unit’s proud history. In the aftermath of
the attacks on 9/11, the President vowed
to take the fight against global terrorism
to the terrorists. The Wolfhounds
proudly take on this chalenge; we
assume these risks to ensure the
liberation of Afghanistan. We will add to
the foundation upon which a democracy
will rise so that, never agan, will
terrorists attack us from that land.

Shoulders We Stand On

Sergeant John F. Baker was
awarded the Meda of Honor. Future
issues of ‘The Bark’ will pay tribute to a
Wolfhound Medal of Honor recipient.

As we embark on our mission,
we should never forget the gallantry and
sacrifice of those before us. Honor isthe
standard.

BAKER, JOHN F., JR.

Rank and organization: Sergeant (then PFC),
U. S. Army, Company A, 2nd Battalion, 27th
Infantry, 25th Infantry Division.

Place and date: Near Quan Dau Tieng, Republic
of Vietnam, 5 November 1966.

Entered service at: Moline, lllinais.

Born: 30 October 1945, Davenport lowa.

Citation: For conspicuous gallantry and
intrepidity in action at the risk of hislife
above and beyond the cal of duty.
Enroute to assist another unit that was
engage with the enemy, Company A
came under intense enemy fire and the

lead man was killed instantly. Sgt. Baker
immediately moved to the head of the
column and together with another soldier
knocked out two enemy bunkers. When
his comrade was mortally wounded, Sgt.
Baker, spotting four Viet Cong snipers,
killed all of them, evacuated the falen
soldier and returned to lead repeated
assaults against the enemy positions,
killing several more Viet Cong. Moving
to attack two additional enemy bunkers,
he and another soldier drew intense
enemy fire and Sgt. Baker was blown
from his feet by an enemy grenade. He
quickly recovered and single-handedly
destroyed one bunker before the other
solider was wounded. Seizing his falen
comrade® machine-gun, Sgt. Baker
charged through the deadly fusillade to
silence the other bunker. He evacuated
his comrade, replenished his ammunition
and returned to the forefront to brace the
enemy fire and continue the fight. When
the forward element was ordered to
withdraw, he carried one wounded man
to he rear. As he returned to evacuate
another soldier, he was taken under fire
by snipers, but raced beyond the friendly
troops to attack and kill the snipers.
After evacuating the wounded man, he
returned to cover the deployment of the
unit. His ammunition now exhausted, he
dragged two more of his fallen comrades
to the rear. Sgt. Baker® selfless heroism,
indomitable  fighting  spirit, and
extraordinary gallantry were directly
responsible for saving the lives of
several of his comrades, and inflicting
serious damage on the enemy. His acts
were in keeping with the highest
traditions of the U.S. Army and reflect
great credit upon himself and the Armed
Forces of his country.

If you have any comments or questions on how to
improve @he Bark©or would like to send in an
article or photo for publishing please forward to SPC
Martin or PFC Hennigan at HHC 2/27 S3.



