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Holy Family Home 
Summer Visit ‘04 
 
 The Wolfhounds have been lucky 
enough to continue to maintain our 
relationship with the Holy Family Home 
Orphanage in Osaka, Japan even at a 
time of war.  The Wolfhound wives of 
our Battalion have truly made this years 
visit extra special for the children of the 
Holy Family Home.  Even though our 

wives are faced with an extra load of 
tasks due to the deployment, they still 
took the time to sponsor these children.  
This is only a small gesture, but it has 
only strengthened our bond with the 
Holy Family Home.   
 
The children that are visiting include: 
Kumiko Nakano (12 years old) 
Mizuki Kitagawa (10 years old) 
Hiroto Kokuryo (10 years old) 
 
The following wives and their families 
sponsored the children this year: 
Sallie Whitehurst  

– sponsored Kumiko, Mizuki, 
and Hiroto 

Than Hampton  
– sponsored Kumiko and Mizuki 

Shelly Cardone  
– sponsored Hiroto 
 
The children arrived on July 22nd 

and were greeted by members of 1-27 
and 2-27 at the airport during the 
welcome reception.  The reception was a 
memorable event with large media 
coverage and ended with a cake cutting 
ceremony, marking the beginning of the 
children’s visit.  Since the children have 
been here in Hawaii, they have already 
visited Sea Life Park, Germaine’s Luau, 
Hawaiian Waters Park, and the Atlantis 
Submarine Tour.  Other events that the 
children are going to take part in 
include: The Polynesian Cultural Center, 
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The Honolulu Zoo, and The Wolfhound 
Farewell Picnic.   

The children will leave Hawaii 
on August 2nd, but as they go they leave 
behind lasting memories of their visit.  
The remaining Wolfhounds here in 
Hawaii intend on making this year’s 
Farewell picnic on July 31st one that the 
children will never forget.  Thanks again 
for all our families support and the 
children of the Holy Family Home 
continue to pray each day for our 
soldiers and there safe return home! 

   
       - 1LT Benson 

 
 

Major Wilson  and ANA Major Khan handing 
out candy to local children in Sharona. 

 
Democracy Is Eager ly 
Awaited 
 
“ Democracy is the worst form of 
government except for all those others 
that have been tried.”  

-Winston Churchill 
 

American Statesmanship and 
American Diplomacy are helping to 
bring democracy to Afghanistan. This is 
made possible because, quite simply, the 
American Military makes it so. It is a 
fact that no other force in the history of 
the earth has permanently freed more 

people than has the armed forces of the 
United States. No other force has 
conquered and captured more lands only 
to free those lands and to leave them 
self-governing.  

Once again, the Wolfhounds are 
helping to bring democracy to a good 
and deserving people who have been 
denied the sweet air of freedom. It is our 
sword and shield that allows the pen to 
write the future of the Afghanistan 
people. 

Winston Churchill said: 
“ Democracy is the worst form of 
government except for all those others 
that have been tried.”   And, Afghanistan 
has tried them all – usually not willingly. 
They have experienced monarchy, 
dictatorship, communism, anarchy, 
warlordism and Islamic fundamentalism. 
Now they will have democracy. They 
have a constitution and they are about to 
vote for their leaders – for the first time. 

A recent article published in the 
NY Post talked about the successes of 
voter registration and the first ever poll 
of the Afghanistan people regarding 
their situation. The Post article provided 
the following poll results: 

*  64 percent say the country is 
heading in the right direction.  

*  81 percent say that they plan to 
vote in the October election.  

*  77 percent say they believe the 
elections will "make a difference."  

*  64 percent say they rarely or 
never worry about their personal safety, 
while under the Taliban only 36 percent 
felt that way.  

*  62 percent rate President 
Hamid Karzai©s performance as either 
good or   excellent.  

A similar article published in the 
Washington Post, talking about this poll, 
reports that “ ... Karzai’s personal 
favorability is even higher -- 85 percent -
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- and runs across regional and ethnic 
lines. Moreover, Afghans have placed 
great faith in democratic elections: Fully 
77 percent say the election of a president 
and parliament will make a difference. ... 
A solid consensus (more than 80 
percent) supports equal rights under law 
-- regardless of religion, tribe or gender -
- and the right to peaceably oppose 
government. Two in three now favor 
separating religious and political 
leadership, while less than 10 percent 
think democracy and Islam are 
incompatible. … 

 Nationally, voter registration has 
been successful. In another article the 
U.N. reports that some 8.6 million voters 
have been registered so far, 3.5 million 
or 41 percent are women. Afghan 
election authorities estimate there are 
between 9.5 and 9.8 million potential 
voters. 

The polling was conducted by 
Charney Research. Craig Charney has 
done opinion research everywhere from 
Nicaragua to East Timor to Lebanon — 
with results that were borne out when 
voters went to the polls. Charney 
Research, randomly selected villages — 
and then families within those villages, 
and then members within those families 
— for in-depth interviews in the 
appropriate language, Dari or Pashtu.  

Participants overwhelmingly said 
they felt free to speak, and plenty of 
them exercised that right by criticizing 
their government. Security and the 
economy were the greatest national 
concerns.  

"Afghans would like to see 
democracy in their country after decades 
of war," Charney said. "Even those who 
say they are dissatisfied say they want 
more aid, not the return of the Taliban.  
Many people said, ©Thank you for 
asking.© No one©s ever asked."  

These results reflect a nation 
eager to get on with democracy. That 
there is eagerness, not fear, is a result of 
the shield of protection provided by us. 
The very democracy itself exhibited in 
the newfound free expression of the 
people and in their hopes is the ultimate 
compliment to the Army of the United 
States - the sword that brings freedom.  

      -  MH  

 
 

 
Wolfhounds fire 120mm mortar rounds during 
live fire exercise. 
 

Wolfhounds Trained 
With 120mm 
 

The 2-27IN Wolfhounds are 
trained and ready to bring new rounds to 
Operation Enduring Freedom. Mortar 
Sections recently completed on-base 
training for the 120mm mortar system.  

Currently, the largest weapon 
used by the soldiers is the 81mm mortar. 
In anticipation of being issued the 
120mm, the Mortar Sections have 
completed both classroom and live fire 
training.  Both day and night live fire 
exercises were conducted in the vicinity 
of the Orgun-e FOB in late August. 

"The 120mm increases our 
maximum range by 2 clicks over the 
81mm," HHC Mortar Platoon Sergeant 
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SFC Flinta said. "This allows us to cover 
more area from the FOB. Taking the 
120mm out on missions will allow the 
light infantry to conduct dismounted 
patrols at greater distances.”  

In addition to the longer range, 
the 120mm has a greater killing radius. 

"The 120mm has the largest burst 
radius of any munitions in the Army,”  
SPC Wertz said.  

The end result: far greater 
lethality.  

- MH  
 

 

Happy Birthday CSM O’Reilly from the soldiers 
of 2-27 IN Wolfhounds 
 
 

Commander ’s Forum 
August 2004 
 

This month we celebrate the 90th 
birthday of our regimental Sergeant 
Major, CSM Hugh O’Reilly.  Hugh 
O’Reilly represents all that is good about 
being a soldier and a citizen of our great 
nation.  He is a true icon to the 
Wolfhounds.     

Hugh O’Reilly is a war hero.  A 
veteran of two wars, he fought in World 
War II as a Marine in the Pacific and in 
Korea as a Wolfhound.  After WW II he 
was stationed in Japan with the 27th as 

part of the occupation force.  It was here 
that his personal bias and prejudice 
against his fellow man were suppressed 
by the compassion he felt for the 
orphans of the Holy Family Home.  

At a time when most young 
soldiers could only feel hatred towards 
the citizens of Japan the Wolfhounds 
extended a helping hand.  This was the 
hand of Hugh O’Reilly who first held a 
small girls hand and realized that she 
had frostbite and his gesture was causing 
her extreme pain.  Hugh O’Reilly 
coordinated assistance from the 
Wolfhounds that went well beyond the 
authorized duties of the soldiers.  The 
children had no food, no clothing and no 
place to live.  The Wolfhounds decided 
they could do some good and without 
authorization began to donate their time 
and their money.  Not to mention some 
procured items that still belonged to the 
US Government. 

Hugh O’Reilly is indeed living 
Wolfhound history.  His combat record 
is exceptional.  But it is what he did off 
the battlefield that we remember him for 
today.  Hugh O’Reilly’s compassion 
ignited the spark of the flame that burns 
forever inside every Wolfhound.  His 
compassion for the children of Holy 
Family Home helped bring the world 
closer together and planted the seeds of 
lasting peace between two great nations.   

We thank you CSM O’Reilly for 
bringing together our worlds and 
molding the unbreakable bond between 
the Children of Holy Family Home and 
the Wolfhounds.  This tie is stronger 
than our individual relationships—it is 
the very bond of humanity.  We feel 
truly blessed to have you at the front of 
our ranks today as you turn ninety.  The 
world is a better place because of you.          

Your inspiration prepared us for 
where we are today and for what we 
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must do.  The battlefield we face in 
Afghanistan is complex.  We came here 
to fight but the enemy will not show 
himself.  And everywhere we look we 
see devastation and poverty.  We are 
accomplishing our mission because we 
are trained.  But we understand the 
larger issues because of you and the 
example you have set for all of us.  We 
Wolfhounds are the best not only 
because we can fight but because we 
also know when not to fight.   

Happy Birthday Hugh!  We 
know that you face turning ninety like 
you have done everything else in your 
life – with NO FEAR!                      

- NF6 
 

   

Bravo Company, 2-27, 
Suppor ts Democracy at 
Home and Abroad 
 

In the spring of 2004, the soldiers 
of Bravo Company, 2-27 Infantry, 
arrived in Afghanistan to continue the 
march of Operation Enduring Freedom.  
Freedom is a new concept in the high 
mountain deserts of Afghanistan, and the 
notion of a self-supporting democracy is 
as foreign here as the cast of armies that 
have made this land a crossroads of 
conquest.  The development of a 
cohesive democracy in such a place 
where the cultural landscape is shattered 
by tribal rivalries is a challenge indeed.  
In fact, those challenges in 
Afghanistan’s southeast border province 
of Paktika created doubtful conditions 
for democratization.  Paktika is where 
Bravo Company has been operating for 
the last six months.   
 

 
1LT Anders visits a registration site in Tarwa, 
Paktika, 
 

The first step in this historic first 
season of democracy for Afghanistan is 
the registration of voters.  Bravo 
Company has traveled throughout the 
densely populated parts of the province 
providing support, security, and 
inspiration for the voter registration 
process.  Thus far, approximately 
225,000 Afghans have registered to vote 
in the province, which includes over 
101,300 women.  The success is 
staggering, and it defies the predictions 
of skeptics and supposed realists. They 
dismissed Paktika as an untamable and 
wild territory, where conditions of 
insurgent Taliban and Al Qaeda 
influence would make it impossible for a 
democratic government to take root. 
 

 
SPC Moss & SGT Pearce register to vote. 

 
In addition to Bravo Company’s 

critical impact to the establishment of a 
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legitimate government in a land so far 
away, the unit has not forgotten the 
importance of democracy back home.  
With the US elections coming up in the 
fall, Bravo Company has put a lot of 
emphasis on ensuring that every soldier 
is involved.  100% of the company has 
registered to vote and applied for 
absentee ballots.  Bravo Company will 
make their impact on hometown 
elections while affecting the growth of 
democracy in Afghanistan.  Bravo 
Company’s commitment to the success 
of Operation Enduring Freedom 
exemplifies the spirit and hope of 
democracy both at home and abroad. 

 
- B Co 

 
 

 
 

Unbreakabulls 
August 2004 
 

Not much in the way of 
excitement has happened with the Bravo 
Bulls in the last month here in wonderful 
Orgun-e firebase.  We have had our 
second and third rotations of people go 
on leave with the most recent ones 
leaving on the 6th of August.  If we keep 
at this rate maybe we can all go twice; 
only the second time we will all leave at 
the same time and never come back!   

We had a wonderful rocket 
attack this month, the most exciting one 
yet.  Nobody was hurt, which is a good 
thing.  We made sure to send 
illumination rounds their way helping 
them to get down from the mountains 
that much faster so the QRF missed 
them.  Don’ t bother thanking us 
everybody; were here to serve.   
 During the attack we heard a lot 
of laughing coming from the FDC 
building, which was unusual during an 
attack –especially that one.  It turns out 
that every time we would hear a round 
coming in one of the guys in the section 
would jump down on all fours and start 
crawling away from the computers back 
towards his room. The LT had to keep 
grabbing him by that handle on the back 
of the IBA and talk him into staying in 
the room.   The whole hour, I’m told, 
that the guy kept saying that he would 
rather go back to Shkin where the 
rockets aren’ t so bad.   
 Another funny thing that 
happened during the attack involved our 
First Sergeant, 1SG Ballew, who jumped 
in the Hilux, going out to seek the 
rockets instead of waiting for them to 
come to us.  Any normal person would 
do the sensible thing and get all of their 
gear on and head to one of the many 
bunkers on the firebase.  Not our First 
Sergeant!  He runs out to his Hilux and 
then *whoosh*  he’s off trying to catch 
one of those rockets out there.  We 
won’ t see him from the time the first 
rocket hits until about thirty minutes 
after the last one lands.  Good ole’  1SG 
Ballew: the rocket catcher. Is that one of 
the requirements for the E-9 board?  - 
“Must have caught at least one rocket 
during career.”  
 After it was all over I remember 
him telling us that he was so close that 
he had rocks pelting him all over from 
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when one of them landing.  That’s too 
close for comfort if you ask most people 
around here. 
 As far as individual sections, 
there isn’ t much to report.  Third section 
got a new soldier who finally came out 
from Schofield, and they are enjoying 
life on the other side of the firebase here, 
from what I’m told.  Second section got 
their chief back from leave and has taken 
over most of the hot gun responsibilities.  
They are thinking of naming their gun 
“The Illuminator.”  Not sure if that will 
go over well though.  First section’s 
chief is on leave; so they have been 
sharing with the guard and hot gun 
responsibilities.  FDC is still FDC. They 
are exactly the same as they always are, 
except that they have a tracking device 
on that runaway soldier.    
 
And that is the news from the Bulls. 

- BS  
 
 

Orgun-E girls school received supplies from 
caring American citizens 
 
 

Chaplain’s Corner   
 

James 1:26-27 says, “ If anyone 
thinks he is religious and does not bridle 
his tongue but deceives his heart, this 
person’s religion is worthless. Religion 
that is pure and undefiled before God, 

the Father, is this: to visit orphans and 
widows in their affliction, and to keep 
oneself unstained from the world.”    

A modern version of the Bible 
called “The Message” puts it like this: 
“Anyone who sets himself up as 
“ religious”  by talking a good game is 
self-deceived. This kind of religion is 
hot air and only hot air. Real religion, 
the kind that passes muster before God 
the Father, is this: Reach out to the 
homeless and loveless in their plight, 
and guard against corruption from the 
godless world.”  
 Anyone can say the words, but a 
true believer in Christ Jesus will walk 
the talk.  James 2:17 declares, “ faith by 
itself, if it is not accompanied by action, 
is dead.”   I encourage every one of you 
to boldly live out your faith.  Don’ t just 
talk about it or keep it to yourself, put it 
into practice!  Do what James says, 
“visit orphans and widows in their 
affliction, and keep yourself unstained 
from the world.”   Remember, that if you 
claim to be a Christian, people will be 
watching you.  Make sure that when they 
do watch you that they can clearly see 
Jesus in you.  Keep in mind: WWJD 
(What Would Jesus Do). 
 
 - CH (CPT) Bo Welch 
 

 

Chat With The Boss 
By SPC Robeck 
 

It’s always nice to know a little 
about the people you take your orders 
from. When you know what kind of 
person your commander is, it makes it a 
lot easier to put your life on the line for 
him.  There’s a sense of security in 
knowing that your leaders care about 
you and will do whatever they can for 
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you.  In this spirit, I decided to interview 
the battalion commander.  Take what he 
has to say to heart, and use it as advice. 
His accomplishments could become 
yours should you follow his words of 
wisdom. 
 
Q. First of all sir, I’d like it if you could 
just tell me a little about yourself. 
 
A. All right. I was born in the early 
1900’s. I don’ t really know how old I 
am.  I stopped counting after I got my 
fifth “Over the Hill”  coffee mug.  
 
Q. What’s the main reason you joined 
the Army? 
 
A. Back during the Korean war, there 
was a better chance of becoming an 
officer if you volunteered, rather than 
being drafted.  Back then, everyone 
knew that officers made more money 
than the enlisted personnel, so I guess 
you could say I did it for my wallet. 
 
Q. I’m surprised sir, you don’ t look that 
old. 
 
A. Well, my wife keeps me supplied 
with a fair supply of hair color for men. 
When you’ re a battalion commander, 
you have to project a winning image, 
and no soldier wants to see a leader that 
looks old and senile. 
 
Q. So you’ re saying to be successful, 
you have to project an image of success? 
 
A. That’s exactly what I’m saying. How 
do you think I’ve done so well with my 
career? 
 
Q. So is that why you have CPL Farrar 
clean your gear and press your uniforms 
each night when you’ re out on missions? 

 
A. Yes, you’ re catching on fast. If the 
enemy sees a person who looks good, 
and is proud of the way they look, then 
they are less likely to attack.   
 
Q. I’ve heard that a battalion staff either 
makes or breaks the battalion 
commander. What do you think of your 
staff? 
 
A. They’ re wonderful. My job as 
battalion commander has been made so 
much easier because of the work they 
do. The battalion XO, MAJ Whitehurst, 
needs a little fine tuning, and could use a 
little work on his run, but I credit him 
with making sure I can sleep in each 
morning. Then there’s CPT Robins, the 
battalion stud. I have him to thank for 
keeping this battalion running so 
smoothly. And I can’ t forget SGM 
Marrero. He picks up after me and 
makes sure my office is always nice and 
clean. It reminds me of being young 
again, when my mom would clean my 
room. All in all, I think I owe everyone 
on the staff a few beers, and a dinner at 
Duke’s when we get back.  
 
Q. That’s great sir, what do you have to 
say about the RTO’s that work in the 
TOC? 
 
A. Where do I start? They are the heart 
of this battalion. The success of every 
mission depends on what they do, and 
I’m proud of every one of our missions, 
so that should tell you a little about the 
caliber of our RTO’s! Without them, my 
staff would be nothing. 
 
Q. Thank you for your time sir, is there 
anything else you’d like to add? 
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A. I always have something to add. In 
327 BC Alexander the Great came to 
Afghanistan. Since then many great 
warriors have come and many have 
concurred but few have ruled for long 
and fewer still have left Afghanistan 
alive. We are here now not to concur but 
to secure a future……. 
 
I’m sorry sir, but we’ re out of time.  
 
 Until the next time I have a 
chance to sit down and have a heart to 
heart with one of our fearless leaders, 
maintain muzzle awareness, take your 
Doxy, and say hi to your family for me.  
 

- BR � �
 
 

No Fear Team beats Little Fear Team by eight.  
 

The Great OE Shootout 
By SPC Robeck 
 
The Great OE 3 on 3 Shootout took 
place on August 13th. The shootout, used 
as a morale boost for the soldiers, wasn’ t 
the main event of the day though. The 
focal point of that Friday was actually at 
0300 Zulu, when the honorary game, 
two teams of our battalion leadership, 
kicked off. The game was between the 
No Fear All-Stars and the Little Fear 
junior varsity team. The purpose of the 

game was to demonstrate good 
sportsmanship and teamwork as a 
standard for the rest of the day, but from 
what was seen on the court, I’d say it 
was a better example of a good old 
fashioned butt kicking. The No Fear All-
Stars handed the hearts of the Little Fear 
team back to them on a silver platter 
with a final score of 15 – 7. When we 
talked with the Little Fear team 
afterwards, they looked disappointed but 
knew that the No Fear All-Stars worked 
hard for their victory. 1SG Parks told us 
about MAJ Ryan, “ I never knew a guy 
with a big beard could move that fast!”  
When we asked SGM Marrero what he 
thought about MAJ Whitehurst’s game, 
he told us, “…he’s just too strong.”  That 
says something for how seriously the No 
Fear All-Stars take their PT. When asked 
about the game, all 1SG Johnson could 
tell us was, “MAJ Larkin just plain 
outran me, I had no chance against him.”  
One thing the Little Fear team did have 
going for them, was that CSM Yates 
received the Good Sportsmanship 
Award, for not committing any flagrant 
fouls. We asked some spectators what 
they thought of the game, a long haired 
guy with a beard who’s name we can’ t 
disclose told us, “That game was 
awesome, it was totally one sided 
though, but still awesome.”  After the 
game, NF6 gave a motivational speech, 
in which he was quoted as saying, 
“…anyone that steps up against the 
officers will be put in their place. So I 
say to you, if you think you have what it 
takes, then bring it on, we have NO 
FEAR!”  

-   BR �  
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Bark Staff: 

PFC Hennigan  -    MH  
 

SGT Smith        -   BS  
 

SPC Robeck`   -   BR �  
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