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   By the time you are reading 
this, the third anniversary of 
that awful day will be behind 
us. It's an understatement to 
say we all know what happen- 
ed that day. What happened 
that day in America is why we 
are here today, in Afghanistan. 
     We take as our oath the 
burden to leave this country 
in such a condition that it will 
never again be the place from 
which come terrorists to do evil in our 
country. 
     America could have taken the easy way to 
meet that oath. We could have, in the blink of 
an eye, made this country glow red, pave it 
over, turn out the lights and leave. That is not 
what we do. We came over here and made a 
distinction between the good people of this 
country, and the evil people who infested it. 

    We will help the good in 
 every way we can; we will  
 leave them in charge of their 
 country and capable of  
 running it, and with the  
 ability to defend it. We have 
 embraced these people. We  
 have no reason to blame  
 them nor do they need  
 forgiveness for 9/11 - they  
 did nothing wrong. 
      We are armed with a 
warrant, from the President of the United 
States of America, to bring the evil people to 
justice - or to bring justice to them. We will 
capture them, or we will kill them - their call. 
All blame is theirs, both for 9/11 and for 
what we do this day and tomorrow.  
   Forgiveness will never be theirs. We don't 
burn with a passionate, irrational fever to  
 (Continued on page 6) 

 FDNY Lieutenant Charles Garbarini was one 
of the 400+ NYC emergency workers who 
lost their lives saving others on September 
11, 2001.  
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 By NF6 

This is about the time in a deployment where some of us 
may wonder if any good will come from our time here?   

Tom Brokaw wrote a very good book titled “ The Greatest 
Generation”  about the men and women who sacrificed all in 
order to win World War II then returned home to rebuild our 
nation. They faced our nation's greatest challenge against an 
evil man determined to ruin the American way of life. They 
were ordinary citizens who lived through extraordinary times 
and became better people from the experience.   

As I stared out at the formation of Wolfhounds who were just presented their Combat 
Infantryman’s Badge I could not help but to feel that you are the new greatest generation.   

We came here to win a global war not just to free one nation. We face an evil man 
determined to ruin our way of life. Even before the devastation of September 11th is rebuilt,  
 many Americans are beginning to doubt what it is we are doing. 
 Some believe we can negotiate with this new evil and find a 
 way to live in peace.  

Many of these themes were heard in the late 1930s and 
continued through the 1940s. Many world leaders wished for 
Hitler to stop; hoped that a peace treaty could be reached. We 
all know the outcome. Hitler broke every treaty he entered and 
was determined to conquer the world and kill all just for being 
different. The world has seen this evil many times and saw it 
again on September 11, 2001.   

  We Wolfhounds do not have the luxury of the debate. We  
 must fight and win our nation’s wars. Make no apologies for 

what you do—you are the new greatest generation who must now protect our way of life and 
preserve our future. You may not feel the importance of your service—but believe me it is us 
standing against all that is evil in this world.     

Some say that we cannot win this war—I know we will. I also know 
that much good will come from our sacrifice. For our service here has 
made us better men, better husbands, better fathers and better citizens. Be  
proud of your contributions and know the good that sprouts from these  
battlefields will be seen for many years to come.    

With our service comes even a greater responsibility. We must return 
and rebuild our nation. We must pass our patriotic values on to the next 
generation. We must embrace this experience forever. It will shape our 
thoughts and actions for the rest of our lives. You will inspire future  
generations just as you were inspired by your fathers and grandfathers.  
We are the new greatest generation—we are the future of America.   

 

Iwo Jima, 1945 

New York City, Sept. 11, 2001 

Orgun-E, 2004 
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By The Bark Staff 

 Anytime Major General Eric Olson and 
Command Sergeant Major Frank Ashe 
make an appearance together you know it’s 
a big deal. Such was the case on Aug. 23 at 
FOB Orgun. 
 During a special half-hour ceremony, 
the Wolfhounds were the first members of 
Tropic Lightning to be presented their 
Combat Infantryman Badges (CIBs) in 
Afghanistan. 
  “ It is truly an honor and privilege to be 
a part of this ceremony,”  MG Olson said 
while addressing the quad full of 2-27 
soldiers during the ceremony. “You were 
the first in country and each of you has 
earned the right to wear this badge. Wear 
them knowing you have earned them.”  
 MG Olson and CSM Ashe were joined 
by Colonel Cheek, Colonel Pederson, CSM 

 
 

COL Pedersen pins the CIB on 1LT Widder. 

 

Murrell, and CSM Dickie during the 
presentation of CIBs to the Wolfhounds and 
combat patches to units attached to 2-27. 
 All Wolfhounds at FOB Orgun are now 
authorized to wear the CIB, Combat Medical 
Badge and 25th ID Combat Patch on their 
DCUs for the first time since Vietnam. 
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 The Wolfhounds suffered their first 
casualty in Operation Enduring Freedom on 
Sept. 20 when SPC Wesley Wells made the 
ultimate sacrifice while his platoon was out 
patrolling.  
 "We all knew that it was a very dangerous 
place, and we all prayed for his safe return, but 
this was not to be," family members said. 
"Wesley paid the ultimate price while serving 
his country."  
 Wells is survived by his wife Jonalyn. 
 He is the fourth soldier from Schofield's 
25th Infantry Division (Light) to be killed in 
Afghanistan since about 5,500 of them 
deployed on a yearlong mission in March and 
April.  
 "The loss of any soldier is a terrible 
tragedy. While it is hard on his friends and 
comrades here in Afghanistan, our loss is of no 
comparison to that of his wife and loved ones," 
said Col. Gary Cheek with the 25th, who 
commands Task Force Thunder in the region.  
 "We are deeply appreciative of our fallen 
comrade's service his sacrifice to our nation, 
and the tremendous difference he made in this 
challenged land."  
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 I can't pretend that I knew SPC Wells even half as well as a 
lot of people. I was in A-Co for almost a year and a half though, 
and I had plenty of chances to hang out and talk with him. 
While I never took the time to really get to know him, I did 
realize a few things about him. He was the kind of guy that, if 
you had something on your mind, he was there to talk to. I got 
the impression that he was the type of person that would put his 
personal baggage aside to help you sort through yours. I also 
got the impression that while he was in an MOS that requires 
you to be a tough minded, flexible and rugged person he was 
gentle and caring at the same time.  
 I can't personally sight any experiences with SPC Wells 
that can prove what I think about him, but you can ask anyone 
 

(continued on page 5)
 

SPC Wesley R. Walls 
24 Oct 1982 - 20 Sept 2004 
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(Continued from page 1) 
 
to avenge. It's a cool, considered, calm, 
absolute certainty of the outcome. There can 
be only one conclusion of our undertaking. 
We know it, and I suspect, with a growing 
dread they know it. The warrant will be 
served. This country will be freed of the 
infection. 
   We need no reminder for whom we are 
here. But we honor them each time we think 
of them, they who are the first heroes of the 
War on Terror. And, we draw strength and 
resolve from them: 
   At the Pentagon that day military 
personnel, employees and contractors died. 
Many people successfully escaped the 
building only to go back in to help rescue 
others. 184 people died in the building and 
on the plane. 
   In New York City over 400 men and 
women from the New York Fire Department, 
New York Police Department, Port Authority 
Police, EMT’s, Paramedics and EMS died 
while successfully evacuating 25,000 people 
from the World Trade Center buildings 
before they collapsed. Over 2800 people died 
in New York that day. 
   In Shanksville, Pennsylvania a brave band 
of citizens attacked the hijackers, knowing it 
would cause their own deaths, and they 
forced the plane down. Forty-one people 
died preventing an attack on either the 
Capitol Building or the White House. 
   They all met their responsibilities that day - 
and they expect no less from us. – HM 
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in A-Co and they'll tell you the same thing. If 
there is anyone that can say anything about 
Wells, it's his platoon mates. After listening 
to what a few of his comrades had to say at 
his memorial service here at Orgun-E, I feel 
that my premonitions of SPC Wells are 
correct. He put his colleagues before himself 
and gave the ultimate sacrifice.  
 While I can't say I even remotely feel 
the sense of loss 3rd platoon and A-Co in 
whole feels, I do feel for the soldiers that lost 
SPC Wells as not only a brother in arms, but 
as a brother in life as well. A-Co and all of 
Task Force 2-27 is now securing elections in 
his memory. It's what SPC Wells would have 
wanted; for us to drive on with our mission. 
That is what we will do, and we'll do it with 
more pride and more vigilance than ever in 
an effort to avenge what has happened to one 
who we cared about. 
 


