
Aloha, 

 

Happy Valentineôs Day and welcome 

to the 4th edition of NF6 notes from 

the front.  Thanks for all of the sup-

port in the last month.  Your love and 

support of the Wolfhounds truly 

amazes me.  The last few weeks have 

been an eventful one for the Wolf-

hounds with the Sal Ah Din Provin-

cial Elections, a new expanded area 

of operations, welcoming Bravo 

Company back in to the fold, and No 

Fear Lieutenant Day. 

 

The Provincial Elections were a re-

sounding success for the Wolfhounds 

and the people of the greater Bayji 

Area.  Bayji led the Sal Ah Din Prov-

ince with 79% turnout and almost 

67,000 voters; Sal Ah Din Provinceôs 

turnout was more than all the other 

provinces of Iraq.  This success is 

due to the hard work and sacrifice of 

your Soldiers, the Iraqi Police, the 

Iraqi Army, and the Iraqi Govern-

ment.  This was truly an historic day. 

Battalion Commanderõs 
Corner  
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Shortly after the elections we wel-

comed our Bravo Company back 

from Tuz and 3BSTB.  We also wel-

comed back 3rd Platoon, Bravo Com-

pany from COB Speicher and 3-7 

FA.  The Wolfhounds are whole 

again and ready for an expanded area 

of operations.  Bravo Company will 

be moving to a JSS in Sharqat which 

is located in the northern part of the 

Sal Ah Din Province.  This re-

alignment allows our Battalion and 

Brigade to align with the borders of 

the Sal Ah Din Province, which will 

allow better communication between 

the government of Iraq and US 

Forces.  Bravo Company had a brief 

respite on FOB Summerall before 

heading up to JSS Sharqat; they were 

here long enough to establish domi-

nance on the basketball court at FOB 

Summerall with a 3-0 record.  The 

work Bravo Company did in Tuz 

was outstanding; and we look for 

more to come in Sharquat. 

 

Delta Company is also moving to the 

northern part of Sal Ah Din province 

and will live and work out of COP 

Nepsa in the town of Heychel.  They 

will round out the Battalion presence 

in the northern part of Sal Ah Din 

Province.  The professionalism and 

expertise in which Delta Company 

has re-positioned their whole com-

pany was really something to behold.  

The success of the transition is a trib-

ute to the Soldiers and leaders of the 

Hound Company. 

 

I had the opportunity to spend a little 

time with all of the No Fear Lieuten-

ants.  We played No Fear Ball, I 

gave them a brief on the Wolf-

houndôs Way Ahead, and we shared 

a meal together.  Unfortunately, the 

two lieutenants picked for No Fear 

Ball team captains had not played the 

game before and did not have an ade-

quate understanding of the informal 

rules to the order of picks.  For in-

stance, I never sit out No Fear Ball.  

In fact, traditionally I am the first 

one picked.  Now it is not required 

that I be picked first, but I do expect 

to be picked.   The lieutenants soon 

realized their mistake from the push 

up position.  Once we got that clear 

we had a great game (my team won 

of course) and very good discussion.  

I enjoyed the time I had with the jun-

ior leadership of this Battalion and 

Iôm excited by the outstanding qual-

ity of our lieutenants. 

 

Alpha Company also said goodbye 

to CPT Garrett Trott and welcomed 

CPT Drew Davies as their new com-



 

 

 

 

 

 

Aloha fellow Wolfhounds, Family Members and Friends,   

 

Here we are in the 2nd quarter of our tour in Iraq. This is my first newsletter and I want 

to inform the Family Readiness Group of the outstanding job the Soldiers are doing in Iraq.  Thanks for all the prayers, 

cards, and flowers for my wife Mary, as you know she has been diagnosed with cancer.  The cancer had been removed 

however; she is receiving ñChemo Therapyò treatment now.  Continue to keep her in your heart during this long and 

exhausting treatment.  

 

I would like to thank the Rear Detachment for the hard and demanding job they are doing with the families, newly 

assigned Soldiers, medically recovering Soldiers, and Chapters.  Remain focused and remember the end state: get well, 

get prepared and join the ñWolfhoundsò in Iraq.    I appreciate everything all the Company FRGs are doing in Hawaii 

that keeps the Family Readiness Group together.    

 

The Wolfhound Association is the biggest and best supporter of the ñNo Fearò Battalion.  Thanks for the flags and the 

MP4 players, I will ensure you receive a ñWolfhoundò flag that will be flown on FOB Summerall.  When our Soldiers 

are injured, the ñPackò is the first one to support our Soldiers.  My strongest hope is that with ñPride óWolfhoundsôò 

membership drive in the month of January;  you are not overwhelmed with all the applications.  

 

There have been a lot of promotions to Sergeant First Class, Staff Sergeant, and Sergeant that Iôd like to mention: 

 

SFC Carreras (FSC)       SFC Bennett (FSC)             SFC Bernstein (C) SFC Devon Brown (FSC)  

SSG Bieller (B)                    SSG Fairburn   SSG Bolinger (B) SSG Wieczorek (HHC) 

SSG Bennett (HHC)       SSG Corcoran (HHC) SSG Guy (B)  SSG McMillian (D) 

SSG Tucker (HHC)       SGT Breeding (A)              SGT Clements (HHC) SGT Elliott (D) 
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mander.  CPT Trott has 

done an outstanding job as 

Hellraiser 6 over the last 

21 months and will be 

missed.  CPT Davies has 

also done a great job for us 

on Battalion staff and I 

look forward to seeing him 

be successful as the new 

Hellraiser 6. 

 

Each day brings us closer to the day we are re-united.  

We continue to work with the people of the Greater Bayji 

Area towards a day when they are self-sufficient and we 

are home for good.  Thanks for your support. 

 

Mahalo, 

BATTALION COMMAND 
SERGEANT MAJOR  

Raul E. Gonzalez 

 Lieutenant Colonel, Infantry 

                                            2-27 IN Commander 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P.S. ï Bonzer is doing great and wants to tell all the 

keiki back home a big Woof, Woof! 
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SGT Foster (HHC)       SGT Harris (A)              SGT Maloney (C) SGT Morris (HHC) 

SGT Reyes (B)                     SGT Ryan (HHC)              SGT Paul (HHC) SGT Defiesta (B) 

SGT Kiesecker (D)        SGT Hernandez (D) SGT Pettigrew (FSC) SGT Gacuscan (HHC) 

SGT Bair (B)  SGT McDevitt (C)               SGT Griffin (C)     SGT Wilson (B) 

SGT Chandler (HHC) 

 

Quote from SGT Clements before attending the promotion Board: 

 

ñI want to become a Noncommissioned Officer because I feel that I am ready to accept more responsibility. I also 

have learned many things over the past four and half years that I need to teach others. I want to be a leader and make 

a positive impact on the unit.ò 

 

We are deployed and continue to challenge our Soldiers with promotion boards. The boards are being conducted on the 

2nd Sunday of each month.  Congratulations to the above Soldiers and their family members for their outstanding 

achievement.  

 

The following NCOs and Soldiers won the ñNo Fearò NCO/Soldier of the month boards: 

 

December 2008  SGT Alexander Castagno (HHC)           SPC Joshua Ryan (HHC) 

January 2009  SGT Scott Philbrick (561st MP)             PFC Worlitz (561st MP) 

February 2009  SGT Jornelle Robinson (FSC)             SPC John Bake (A) 

 

Continue your prayers for SPC Robert Andrzejczak and SPC Adam Mendoza and their families. They were wounded in 

action during our first four months in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom 09-11.  My family and I pray for a speedy 

recovery. 

 

As we continue our mission in Iraq, we are missing many important things, too. Like birthdays, anniversaries, holidays, 

and other special days over the last five months. That is the life of a Soldier.  I canôt do anything to make those days up 

to you or your Soldiers deployed.  R&R leave, SPAWARE, and the internet are things that we try to provide to help 

Soldiers stay connected.  I encourage all our Soldiers to use it and to continue to contact their friends and families. 

 

Congratulations to all the Soldiers and families who decided to continue on in their military career by re-enlisting in the 

United States Army.  I encourage Soldiers to stay Army Strong!  I am impressed with the drive and determination that 

each has to accomplishing the mission. As Soldiers, we do everything that needs to be done, from taking out the trash to 

mounted patrols through crowded neighborhoods. We bear the dirty and disgusting tasks, handle weapons, and deal with 

Iraqi Army, Iraqi Police and Sons of Iraq regularly and appropriately.  We miss our families throughout every task and 

every day away. And, we sign up to do it again. Over 90 Soldiers have chosen to stay in this Battalion for another 

enlistment in this fiscal year alone. I am truly impressed with each and every one! 

 

I will close by saying thank you and your family for all that you do, as I serve with the best and brightest leadership, 

Soldiers, friends, and family members in the United States Army. 

 

ñNo Fear on Earthò 

BENJAMIN MOORE JR. 

Commander Sergeant Major 
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HHC COMPANY  
Dear Family and Friends, 

 

The month of February brings most of the Soldiers well 

into their fourth month of deployment.   With great im-

provements made to the BOR (most of them by the Sol-

diers themselves), it is finally feeling like a home away 

from home and a place we could finally hang our hat, I 

mean helmets! It is inspiring how Soldiers have used 

their much cherished free time to benefit the greater good 

of the BOR Wolfhound family. These Soldiers have used 

their carpentry talents to help build another room in the 

gym, fixtures for supplies, and a new kitchen. Some said 

it kind of felt like they were working on their own homes. 

On a side note, other Soldiers with absolutely no carpen-

try talent whatsoever (bless their hearts) attempted to 

contribute also. 

 

The past month has also brought many entertainment 

treats to the Soldiers here. With the Super Bowl extrava-

ganza (kudos to the DFAC personnel), mixed martial arts 

featured bouts, and college hoops, there was something 

for every athlete at heart. A special congratulation goes 

out to SPC Randy Roberts out of Headquarters.  SPC 

Roberts came out victorious by a knockout in his bout at 

the heavily attended COB Speicher boxing smoker. Both 

he and his competitor showed true army fighting spirit, 

but most of all even greater sportsmanship.  
  

GO HOOLIGANS 
 

The provincial elections were concluded at the beginning 

of the month and went very smoothly. The Government 

of Iraq showed great promise in their planning and execu-

tion of these crucial events. In what many thought would 

have been a logistical nightmare and sheer chaos for the 

Iraqi government, in retrospect, may have played out to 

be their finest hour.  All this was accomplished with little 

or no CF intervention.  In addition, the oil refinery is go-

ing through a major advancement in its operational abili-

ties that would help contribute to the overall betterment 

of services and self-sustainability. The Wolfhound family 

is honored to be a part of this milestone victory for the 

people of Iraq. 

  

The Platoons are showing great initiative and ownership 

in their areas of responsibility. From the Platoon Leader 

down to the fresh faced private, they have all became 

somewhat of a subject matter expert in the field that is 

required. The Scout Platoon has been busy partnering 

up with the Provincial reconstruction team in order to 

facilitate construction on irrigation systems that would 

benefit around 2, 000 farmers that would in turn benefit 

a much larger number of the local populace.  The Delta 

PLT has single handedly made an iron strong argument 

to get the Vegetable Oil Seed plant up and running. 

Their research and attention to detail could possibly 

generate new income from a source which many 

thought was a dead horse. This would create new jobs 

and the benefit to the economy has the potential to 

grow exponentially. The Mortar PLT has shown their 

true courage and commitment to the mission by over-

coming an unfortunate circumstance, and shining in the 

face of danger. They have showed even more motiva-

tion now (if that is even possible) and dedication to the 

Bayji Power Plant knowing the importance that the ser-

vice provides to the people of Iraq. They are certainly 

the Soldiers that I truly look to emulate. 

 

The Hooliganôs are proud to welcome 1LT. Greg 

Kozlowski and 1LT Zachary Castle to the Hoolilgan 

family. They will be taking over the Scout Platoon 

Leader and Mortar Platoon Leader responsibilities re-

spectively. We have the utmost confidence that they 

will excel in their new capacity. We bid a fond farewell 

to CPT Seth Nason and 1LT Patrick Dolan, who will 

assume other important roles in the Company. Their 

colorful commentary will be missed around the BOR. 

 

We truly appreciate the love and support from everyone 

back home. On a more personal note, I like to tell my 

wife and kids that I love them so much and I truly ap-

preciate the support they have given me. I hope this 

message finds you all in good health and until next time 

stay safe. 

 

Aloha 

 SPC. Henry Leon Guerrero 

           ñHOOLIGANôSò  

 

As most of you know there has been a change in lead-

ership in the Scout Platoon.  CPT Nason has moved on 

to bigger and better things.  CPT Nason is not going far 

though.  He is now the HHC Company Executive Offi-

cer (XO).  My name is 1LT Gregory Kozlowski and it 

PATHFINDER  U PDATE  



Family and Friends of Alpha Company, 

 

This is my last opportunity to write to you as we are un-

dergoing Change of Command and I am being replaced 

by Captain Drew Davies.  I would like to start by thank-

ing you all for the support over the past couple of years. 

 

I have been fortunate to have had the opportunity to com-

mand Alpha Company since June 2007, encompassing 

two different deployments and numerous training events.  

Iôve had the unique chance to see this Company change 

and grow over the past two years and operate in vastly 

different environments.  When I took command in Hawi-

jah in 2007 we were in a different war.  We were experi-

encing enemy contact on a daily basis, and we had little 

to no interaction with the Iraqi people in the area we op-

erated in.  The situation now, however, is much different.  

We have a positive relationship with the people, with the 

local government, and with the local Security Forces.  

And although not completely safe, the situation is the 

best Iôve seen since this conflict began.  Weôve been 

through a lot together here in Alpha Company over the 

past couple of years, and the experiences we have had 

together will stay with me for the rest of my life. 

 

What this Company has been able to achieve is truly 

amazing.  Sometimes it might not be the most exciting 

work, and sometimes it may have been a little too excit-

ing, and sometimes it might not seem we are doing much, 

but I can tell you that in my four tours to Iraq, this is the 

only time I have honestly felt we are doing things right.  

And the results speak for themselves.  Our area in Sini-

yah, once a hotbed of terrorist activity, is now one of the 

safest towns in Iraq.  And it is because of the hard work 

the Soldiers of this Company do on a daily basis.  And it 

is because of the support of the Family Members and 

FRG back home.  I have a fairly easy job, I get to sit in a 

room, drink chai, and talk about issues with local leaders.  

The Soldiers in this Company have the hard job, sweating 

it out on a street corner in full gear, or pulling late shifts 

on a radio or in a guard tower.  They are the ones ena-

bling the success this Company has had.  And the fami-

lies back home have supported them every step of the 

way, staying up late at night waiting for a phone call 

from your loved one, or sending care packages forward.  

You all have made our lives much more comfortable and 

have contributed greatly to the success of our mission. 
 

I have a very small part in this Company.  The strength of 

A COMPANY  
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is now my honor to be the Platoon Leader for all of your 

loved ones.  I will do everything within my abilities to 

make this time we must keep you from your loved ones 

as painless as possible.  If there is something you believe 

I can help with, I ask that you ask your Soldier to come to 

me, or you may e-mail me directly at greg-

ory.kozlowski@us.army.mil.   
 

Enough about me, now for the real reason you all read 

this.  This is what your loved ones have been up to.  

Since the last letter we have had a pretty busy schedule.  

We partnered up with the 2-48 Iraqi Army Battalion for 

security operations during the election.  Many people 

thought that the elections would be a volatile time.  How-

ever, with the preparations made by both the Iraqi Army 

and the US Soldiers the elections went off without any 

problems.  The day of being prepared to fight alongside 

the Iraqis turned out to be a day of hanging out and mak-

ing friends.  We ate meals together and drank countless 

cups of Chai (sugar with a little bit of Tea).  We even 

conducted some improvised cross-training by going to 

the Iraqi Army shooting range and trading weapons.  We 

taught them about the M-4 and they taught us about the 

AK-47, overall a good day.  Other days have taken us to 

small villages to see if we can help improve the irrigation 

of the farms, and to industrial factories to help the local 

economy build.  All of these things are steps for us and 

the rest of the Army to come home. 
 

Other happenings include CPL Morris leading the way on 

finishing the gym at the BOR.  This remodel opened up a 

new cardio wing to the gym.  The end state is your loved 

ones will be looking good when they come home to you.  

The First Sergeant has kept most of the guys busy with 

other projects also, from SPC Salcedo helping local 

plumbers prepare the new bathrooms to the whole crew 

of guys that started painting the buildings at the BOR.  

The guys are trying to make the BOR a home away from 

home.  All the BOR is missing is all of you. 
 

Before I go I want to congratulate CPL Morris, SPC 

Ryan, and SGT Bennett on all going to the promotion 

board this past month and getting selected.  They all 

should be promoted on the first of March.  Also wish 

SGT Castagno and PFC Lejnin good luck as they com-

pete for the Battalion NCO and Soldier of the month. I 

along with the rest of the Scouts look forward to coming 

back to Hawaii and being able to have a BBQ on the 

beach together.  Until that time, rest easy at night weôve 

got freedom covered. 
 

                          1LT Gregory Kozlowski 

mailto:gregory.kozlowski@us.army.mil
mailto:gregory.kozlowski@us.army.mil
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the Company is not in a commander, but in its Soldiers 

and Non-Commissioned Officers.  The greatest joy Iôve 

had over the past 20 months was to see young Privates 

from last yearôs deployment grow and mature into sea-

soned leaders and NCOs for this deployment.  The same 

guys who served last year as gunners, drivers and rifle-

men in Hawijah, are now leading fire teams and squads 

in Siniyah.  This has truly been a privilege to watch, and 

I know the Army and country are in good hands when 

there are Soldiers and leaders like this serving this coun-

try.  I am humbled by their service, especially with 

many on their second or even third tour.  I truly appreci-

ate the sacrifices they and you have made and continue 

to make, and it is Soldiers and families like you that 

keep me in the Army. 

 

Iôve benefitted from having an extraordinary group of 

wives volunteer with the FRG.  The FRG has made my 

job infinitely easier by taking care of issues back home 

while their husbands are deployed.  FRG leaders like 

Cindy Mitchell from the last deployment, and Priscilla 

Armendariz for this deployment, have put an extraordi-

nary amount of personal time and effort into making our 

lives more bearable out hear.  I thank each and every 

one of you for the support you have given the company 

and your spouses, and I am in full appreciation of the 

hardships you have endured. 

 

Being able to command this Company has been a truly 

awesome experience.  Leaving command is a very diffi-

cult thing to accept and I would like nothing more than 

to stay with this company until we return home, but 

nothing gives me more relief than knowing the Com-

pany is in good hands with CPT Drew Davies.  I cannot 

think of someone more qualified, more ready, and more 

eager to command than CPT Davies.  He has already 

earned the respect of the local Key Leaders from the 

Siniyah area, and will continue to lead the Company in 

the right direction. Drew is fortunate to have these fine 

Soldiers under his command, and a strong FRG to take 

care of the home front. 

 

Finally, Iôll never forget the sacrifices you all have made 

for your loved ones, your country, and for each other.  It 

has been a true honor to have been able to serve with 

each and every one of you, and I hope all of you the 

very best of luck. 
 

Sincerely, 

 

CPT Garrett W. Trott 

 1LT Hsu and Platoon Receiving  CIB2 

Re-enlistees and Command 

CPT Drew Davies, LTC Raul Gonzalez and CPT Garret Trott 

during Change of Command 


