
Aloha, 

Happy St. Patrickôs Day and wel-

come to the 5th edition of NF6 notes 

from the front.  Thank you for all the 

support you have given us, it has 

heartened all of us.  The past several 

weeks have a seen a very successful 

Sons of Iraq Registration, the transi-

tion of the Siniyah JSS, and contin-

ued partnership with the Iraqi Gov-

ernment and Security Forces. 

 

The Sons of Iraq or Concerned Local 

Citizens are groups of Iraqi citizens, 

many who previously supported the 

insurgency, that are paid by Coali-

tion Forces to man checkpoints along 

roads in order to improve security for 

Iraq.  The Sons of Iraq program has 

been an amazing success in bringing 

security and stability to Iraq.  In rec-

ognition of the progress made thus 

far, the decision was made by the 

Government of Iraq and Coalition 

Forces to transfer the payment of the 

Sons of Iraq from Coalition Forces to 

the Government of Iraq.  While itôs 

an easy process to write about, it is 
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much more difficult to execute.  

Your husbands and sons efforts to 

register more than 2000 Sons of Iraq 

without incident were truly amazing.  

The process of registration is much 

like the Soldier Readiness Process 

that we go through at the Conroy 

Bowl before deploying , there is pa-

per work and long lines.  However, 

SOI Registration is infinitely more 

complicated when you consider the 

language and cultural barrier, the 

potential animosity between former 

enemies, the meager equipment, and 

the threat of attack.  Your Wolf-

hound Soldiers let no difficulty get in 

their way of this critical task.  The 

success of SOI registration is a trib-

ute to the hard work and adaptability 

of the Wolfhounds. 

 

Alpha Company turned over the 

Siniyah Joint Security Station to 

Siniyah Iraqi Police on 8 March 

2009.  They marked the occasion 

with a brief ceremony in which sev-

eral local Iraqi Leaders gave a short 

brief.  The transition marks the first 

time that a Joint Security Station has 

been turned over to Iraqi Authorities 

by this Brigade.  It is also a sign of 

the progress made by Alpha Com-

pany and the people of Siniyah that 

Coalition Force presence is no longer 

required in the town of Siniyah.  

Several years ago, Siniyah was a 

place where Coalition Forces ex-

pected to be attacked, a place where 

the local population was scared each 

day.  This is a tremendous accom-

plishment by all parties and we look 

forward to transitioning more combat 

outposts if the conditions allow. 

 

Bravo Company is doing great things 

to fix up and repair Bastard Hotel at 

the Sharqat Joint Security Station.  

They have proven time and again 

that they will do what it takes to 

make the best of their living areas.  

They have made great strides in the 

short time by stepping up the part-

nership with the Iraqi Police and 

Iraqi Army as well as doing all they 

can to enhance governance. 

 

Charlie Company has continued their 

awesome work in the Bayji.  Re-

cently, the Bayji City Council Presi-

dent even got to do an aerial recon 

with myself and the 48th IA Brigade 

Commander.  It was good fun all 

around and very useful for us.  Eve-

ryone that visits the Bayji Joint Secu-

rity Station or talks with the Bayji 

people have great things to say about 

Comanche Company. 

 

Delta Company completed a chal-

lenging move up to the very northern 

part of our area of operations.  While 

their living conditions are not quite 

like they were here at FOB Summer-

all, they have made the best of it, to 



 

 

 

Dear Hooligan Family and Friends 

 

We have reached the five month mark and Iôm proud to say that Soldiers are doing a phenomenal job. Weôve achieved 

most of our milestones up until this point and are continuing to make a difference in the lives of the Iraqi People in the 

rural parts of Bayji City. Since LTC Gonzalez will be updating most of you on the successes of the mission on 25 

March Iôll stick to updating you how your Soldier is doing. 

 

We would like to congratulate several individuals who have been promoted over the past couple of months. The 

following individuals have demonstrated a willingness to excel and are being rewarded for their performance: 

 

Hatfield, Daniel PV2 to PV3 (Mortars) 

Bly, Jason PFC to SPC (Medics) 

Hollingsworth, William PFC to SPC (S6/Commo) 

Roos, Michael PFC to SPC (S2) 

Gacusan, Alfonso SPC to SGT (Scouts) 

Fairburn, Christopher SGT to SSG (Scouts) 

Wieczoreck, Joseph SGT to SSG (Mortars) 
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include making immediate improvements to the combat 

outpost. 

 

HHC continues their great work at the Bayji Oil Refinery 

and other industrial areas in the northern part of Bayji.  

They have received several distinguished visitors, to in-

clude General Odierno himself.  General Odierno took a 

brief moment to present some Combat Infantryman 

Badges to the Mortar Platoon of HHC. 

 

Fox Company continues doing amazing things to help the 

Wolfhounds to succeed.  The expanded area of operations 

did not slow F CO for a second.  They were able to adjust 

to supporting two new outposts with no drop in their out-

standing performance of the myriad of other tasks that 

keep the Wolfhounds moving. 

 

Thank you again for all of the love and support while 

we have been away.  I look forward to talking with the 

FRG on 25 March 2009 and I hope to see you all there. 

  

 Mahalo, 

               LTC Raul E. Gonzalez 

       Commanding 

 

P.S. ï Bonzer is doing well.  He continues to make FOB 

Summerall feel a little bit more like home. 

HHC COMPANY  

Wallis, Christopher PV2 to PFC (Mortars) 

Clements, Christopher SPC to SGT (PSD/S3) 

Ryan, Joshua SPC to SGT (Scouts) 

Foster, Brian SPC to SGT (Scouts) 

Morris, Jeffrey SPC to SGT (Scouts) 

Bennett, Travis SGT to SSG (Scouts) 

Tucker, Scott SGT to SSG (Mortars)  
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In addition we have had several Soldiers 

represent HHC very well during the Soldier of 

the Month and NCO of the Month Board. The 

competition is between all the companies and if 

the Soldier/NCO wins they are awarded the 

Army Achievement Medal and become eligible 

to compete at higher boards against other units. 

The Following Soldiers won the respective 

boards:  

 

January- 

SGT Castagno (Scouts)- NCO of the Month 

SPC Ryan (Scouts)- Soldier of the Month 

 

February-  

SPC Lejnin (Scouts)- Soldier of the Month 

 

The Soldiers at the Bayji Oil Refinery continue to stay 

busy and make daily improvements to not only the base 

itself but also themselves personally. Some new 

additions that have occurred are a grappling/combatives 

room built by SGT Morgenstern and a music recording 

room by PFC Ward to record his songs. Many of the 

Soldiers have built new beds, shelves and other various 

furniture items for their rooms. SGT Morgenstern has 

contributed greatly with his carpentry skills by building 

the kitchen (dish wash area) for the cooks, Cardio room 

for the Gym and the grappling/combatives room. These 

projects have taken a significant amount of his personal 

time and will be rewarded. We hope that all is well 

back at home. Take Care. 

 

MAJ Marcus W. Wright 

Commanding 


