
Aloha, 

 

Happy Memorial Day and welcome to the 

7th edition of NF6 notes from the front.  

May has brought with it many positive 

changes, most significantly, the long 

awaited arrival of 48th Iraqi Army Brigade 

to FOB Summerall, the arrival of Com-

mand Sergeant Major Royce B. Manis,  

and the historic participation of two Wolf-

hound teams in the Best Ranger Competi-

tion in Fort Benning, Georgia. 

 

Months of planning, coordination, and hard 

work by the Battalion Staff and the MiTT 

team paid off when MG Saleh, the 4th Iraqi 

Army Division Commanding General, or-

dered 48th Iraqi Army Brigade to move to 

FOB Summerall and occupy an abandoned 

contractor compound.  The flurry of work 

following the final decision for the move 

included instillation of a new VBIED gate 

on the FOB Summerall flightline, electrical 

upgrades to the contractor compound, 

countless coordination meetings, and some 

interesting retrofits to the containerized 

housing units on the compound by the Sol-

diers of the 48th Brigade.  The benefits of 

increased partnership are increased security 
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on the Alternate Supply Route that leads to FOB Summerall, increased 

cultural awareness for our Soldiers, and the ability of the TF 2-27 IN 

Staff to interact directly with their counterpart on the 48th Brigade staff 

on a daily basis.  We look forward to hosting the 48th BDE at a Soccer 

tournament on FOB Summerall in the near future.  
 

Two teams for the Battalion figured out a way to balance their demand-

ing mission set with the rigorous training required for any serious com-

petitor in the Best Ranger Competition. May saw the fulfillment of the 

dreams of four Wolfhounds as they flew to Ft. Benning to compete in 

the Annual Best Ranger Competition.  Competing as ñTeam 45ò was 

Captain Brandon Wohlschlegel and First Lieutenant Raymond Kud-

erka; Sergeant First Class Derek Wise and Sergeant David Paul offi-

cially competed as ñTeam 5ò.  These four Wolfhounds were the first 

Soldiers in the history of the Best Ranger Competition to participate 

While their unit was deployed.  The teams did the great majority of 

their train up at FOB Summerall and finished 20th and 18th, respectively, 

which is an awesome accomplishment considering the level of competi-

tion and the fact that of 49 teams that started, only 24 finished.  The 

warrior athletes participating in this competition are clearly some of the 

most highly trained and physically fit athletes on the planet.  We are 

very proud of our teams, and look forward to their return from mid-tour 

leave.  
 

Alpha Company has continued their great work in Siniyah and As Sari-
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yah by assisting 

the local gov-

ernment and 

local police with 

barrier removal 

as they attempt 

to return to nor-

malcy.  Recent 

improvements to 

the sidewalks 

and store fronts 

on the Siniyah 

market street are 

very encouraging.  These improvements were Iraqi 

planned, resourced and executed.  The impact of these 

improvements go well beyond aesthetics and they open 

up market street and improve commerce. 

 

Bravo Company continues their partnership with the Iraqi 

Army, Iraqi Police, and the Sharqat Qada (District) Gov-

ernment in order to build capacity of governance and eco-

nomics in Iraq.  Bravo Company has seen many exciting 

agricultural developments in the Sharqat district.  Most 

notably, they have identified a chicken farm capable of 

holding 32,000 chickens and producing up to 100,000 

eggs a day!  Needless to say, we are excited about the 

prospects of refurbishing this farm as it will meet the 

health needs of many people and dramatically improve 

the local economy.    
 

Charlie Companyôs 

work on the Bayji 

Joint Coordination 

Center continues.  The 

JCC is already paying 

huge dividends with 

the local government 

and the local popu-

lace.  The Bayji 

Mayor has expressed 

a desire to transition 

from physical based 

security (checkpoints) 

to information based security (a Tip line established at 

the JCC).  This proposal speaks volumes about both the 

level of violence in Bayji, and the promise of the JCC as 

an enduring facility for the Iraqi people and a focal point 

for security operations.  
 

Delta Company experienced a change of command, say-

ing goodbye to Captain Nathan McCormack and welcom-

ing Captain Colin Gandy on 3 May 2009.  CPT McCor-

mack went to take a position on Division Staff.  Captain 

Gandy came to the Wolfhounds from 3rd Brigade Staff.  

The first month of his Command has seen many exciting 

developments as the Soldiers of Hound company con-

ducted the first of a series of ñWarm Basingò operations 

to interact with remote villages in AO No Fear.  Their 

first ñWarm Basingò operation was a total success; the 

local Iraqi Police delivered humanitarian aid to a remote 

village while CPT Gandy and the hounds learned more 

about the issues affecting the people of the village.  A 

water tower and pumping station project are now on the 

drawing board as a result of Houndôs efforts.  

 

HHC has had a busy month, opening their Joint Coordi-

nation Center at the Bayji Oil Refinery which allows the 

Iraqi Oil Protection Force to be tied into other emergency 

services, promoting greater cooperation. 
 

Fox Company also went through a change of command 

from Captain George Aubert to Captain Nathan Miyake 

on 3 May 2009.  Unfortunately, Captain Miyake experi-

enced a non-battle injury to his back and had to be evacu-

ated to the United States for surgery and recovery.  First 

Lieutenant Ruthenberg has done an excellent job of fill-

ing in as the commander until Captain Philip Granados, a 

former Wolverine and Wolfhound, takes command.  Our 

best wishes and prayers for a speedy recovery go out to 

CPT Miyake and his family. 
 

Planning for the Battalion Luau has begun in earnest.  

The luau is tentatively scheduled for 13 November at the 

Hale Koa Hotel with an estimated cost between $40 and 

$70.  We welcome your input and look forward to cele-

brating the reuniting of our family at the Luau. 
 

I just wanted to thank all the Wolfhound families and 

friends for the support you have offered us throughout 

this deployment.  It truly makes a difference to us. 

 

LTC Raul Gonzalez 

Commanding 

 

 

P.S. ï Bonzer is doing awe-

some.  He has taken to sleep-

ing in the TOC during the day 

so he can share in the air con-

ditioning on those 120o days. 


