
Aloha, 

Happy Fatherôs Day and welcome to the 8th edition of 

NF6 notes from the front.  The month of June has 

brought what we all expected, heat and sunshine.  Tem-

peratures now top one hundred degrees on a daily basis 

which for some can be very exhausting but for others 

provides a great opportunity to prepare for their return 

to Hawaii by working on their tan.  In the past month 

there have been many positive events and develop-

ments to include the ñBoxing Smokerò and MAJ Ber-

nard being offered the job of Military Aide to the Presi-

dent of the United States. 

 

On June 5th, eleven Soldiers from the Battalion took 

part in the sixth ñBoxing Smokerò held at COB Spei-

cher. The event was a showcase of ñWolfhoundò spirit 

and pride when a sea of black and gold overwhelmed 

the thousands in attendance.  In nine of the eleven 

fights there was a ñWolfhound,ò and in the main event 

two of our own soldiers faced each other toe to toe.  
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Each fighter had spent the past two months balancing 

their demanding work schedules with the rigorous 

training required by their coach Staff Sergeant Parra 

from Headquarters and Headquarters Company. The 

ten soldiers who represented the ñNo Fearò Battalion 

were Sergeant First Class Matautia from 

Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 

Sergeant Abregana from Bravo Company, 

Staff Sergeant Vallete from Headquarters and 

Headquarters Company, Specialist Alavarez 

from Headquarters and Headquarters Com-

pany, Private First Class Setliffe from Bravo 

Company, Specialist Hardy from Bravo Com-

pany, Staff Sergeant Bettencourt from Alpha 

Company, Sergeant Seale from the Personal 

Security Detachment, Specialist McClan from 

Charlie Company, and Sergeant First Class 

Saltsman from the Personal Security Detach-

ment. Each fight was a battle and all the 

ñBoxing Wolfhoundsò landed their share of 
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Darrin Fox who recently arrived to FOB Sum-

merall. The ñWolfhoundsò welcome him, and 

look forward to the distinct credit he will bring to 

Alpha Company in the upcoming months. 1SG 

Armendariz you will surely be missed but never 

forgotten; ñOnce a Wolfhound always a Wolf-

hound.ò   

 

Bravo Company 

continued their 

efforts to build, 

assist, and replen-

ish the infrastruc-

ture of Sharqat 

and its surround-

ing area. With the 

help from both the leaders and soldiers of Bravo 

Company a remote village outside of the city re-

cently received much needed supplies to help 

aide them in their daily lives. Additionally, a 

Womanôs Sewing Center held its first graduation 

ceremony; the first of this kind in the Sharqat 

Qada. This center will help develop a unique skill 

set for many women in the Sharqat area which 

will enable them to find future employment. The 

hard work and effort of Bravo Company contin-

ues to produce immense results that are changing 

the social fabric of Sharqat. 

 

Charlie Company has remained focused on the 

improvement of the Bayji Joint Coordination 

Center (JCC) and the restoration of the city itself. 

Due to their concern for the local populace, Char-

lie Company has ensured that the Water Treat-

ment Facility is operating to full capacity in order 

to ensure all Bayji citizens have access to water 

in these hot summer months. At the Bayji JCC, 

punches but SSG Bettencourt and Specialist McClan were able 

to land a few more and take home wins in decisions.  The high-

light of the night came in the tenth fight in which Sergeant 

Seale landed a right hook that sent his opponent to the mat and 

knocked him unconscious.  The ñBoxing Smokerò was an over-

whelming success and provided all ñWolfhoundsò involved a 

nice reprieve from their daily routine. 

  

The recognition and honor held by 2-27 IN BN is well known 

but now we can add another accomplishment to the list, a 

ñWolfhoundò in the White House. Months of preparation and 

years of hard work recently paid dividends when Major Barrett 

Bernard was offered the position of Military Aide to the Presi-

dent of the United States.  The application process started more 

than three months ago when he was contacted and asked if he 

would be interested in applying for the position.  Since then he 

has gone through a grueling process that included countless 

interviews with various governmental and military officials in 

Washington D.C.  Only a very select few are even considered 

to apply for this prestigious position the fact the Major Barrett 

Bernard has been selected is truly remarkable. MAJ Bernard is 

scheduled to report to the White House in late September. We 

are looking forward to his return back to FOB Summerall 

where we all can properly congratulate him on his extraordi-

nary accomplishment. 

 

This month Alpha Company and the ñWolfhoundsò will have to 

say goodbye to 1SG Alexander Armendariz, who after years of 

leading the ñHellraisersò will be moving to Brigade to assume 

the role of Non-Commissioned Officer in Charge of the Intelli-

gence section. No words can adequately describe the impact 

that 1SG Armendariz has had on the lives of countless amounts 

of soldiers and leaders alike, who have had the distinct opportu-

nity to work with him. 1SG Armendarizôs replacement is MSG 
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soldiers and leaders alike are ensuring that their Iraqi 

counterparts understand how to utilize all available 

equipment so they can operate unilaterally without coali-

tion support. 

  

The new perspective and outlook of CPT Gandy since 

taking command of Delta Company has energized the 

company and as a result projects have increased through-

out their area of operations. Delta Company continues to 

reach out to the community and increase the quality of 

life in Heychal and surrounding areas.  

 

Foxtrot Company experienced a 

change of command, welcoming 

Captain Phillip Granados on 13 

June 2009. Captain Granados came 

to the ñWolfhoundsò from 3rd Bri-

gade Staff and assumed command 

of the ñWolverinesò from acting 

commander First Lieutenant 

Efraim Ruthenberg. In the first week of his command he 

has already had to experience one of the hardest things a 

commander will encounter, the death of a soldier. Spe-

cialist Robert D. Ponder passed away on 4 June 2009 

while on leave. The ñWolfhoundsò held a memorial cere-

mony on 11 June 2009 to properly pay respect and honor 

our fallen ñWolfhound.ò  

 

Headquar -

ters & Head-

q u a r t e r s 

C o m p a n y 

also recently 

h a d  a 

change of 

c o mma n d , 

welcoming 

C a p t a i n 

Richard A. 

Sugg, who 

most re-

cently led 

C h a r l i e 

Company, and saying thank you to Major Marcus W. 

Wright on 13 June 2009. Major Wright has led Head-

quarters & Headquarters Company for 15 months and has 

served the company with distinct credit that will not soon 

be forgotten. Major Wright will depart FOB Summerall 

in mid June to assume command of the Rear Detachment 

after some much deserved time with his wife. Headquar-

ters & Headquarters is looking forward to the guidance 

and experience that Captain Sugg will bring to the 

current operating environment in the next four 

months.  

 

The 48th Iraqi Army Brigade Military Transition 

Team has continued to build their partnership with 

their counterparts by helping them settle into their 

new home on FOB Summerall. A majority of the 

MiTTôs work has been in the refining of the Joint 

Headquarters Building. The Joint Headquarters is a 

combined command post for both Task Force Wolf-

hound and 48th IA Brigade personnel. The MiTT 

Team also welcomed back Captain Frank Nicklaus, 

the MiTT Chief, who recently returned after some 

much deserved relaxation time back in Hawaii. Due 

to the continual effort put forth by the MiTT Team 

the ñWolfhoundsò will be able to more efficiently 

partner with and assist the Iraqi Security Forces.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Battalion is starting to see the light at the end of 

the tunnel, which may be the sun rising over Dia-

mondhead, but has remained vigilant to stay focused 

and accomplish the mission. I want to personally 

thank all of the ñWolfhoundò families and friends for 

your continual support as we approach the last quar-

ter of our deployment.  

 

Aloha,  

LTC Raul Gonzalez 

Commanding                                                 

  

 

 

P.S. ï Bonzer is great. He continues to take part in 

his favorite activity, sleeping.  
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Military Transition Team Continues Partnership  

with Iraqi Army  

 

The Lone Wolf MiTT had a very productive month of 

June.  The 48th Iraqi Army Brigade recently relocated to 

FOB Summerall and everyone on the MiTT has been 

busy helping the Iraqi Army occupy their new location.  

Much of the work went into the creation of a Joint Head-

quarters Building.  This building is manned by both Iraqi 

and American Soldiers and allows for us to instantly 

share information between the 48th IA Brigade and 2-27 

Infantry Battalion.  The Joint Headquarters is a miniatur-

ized version of the battalionôs own HQ and has all the 

standard amenities; telephones, computers, radios and 

even a conference room.  After a rough first few weeks 

moving in, the Iraqi Army Soldiers are finally settled in 

and conducting missions from their new home.  It took us 

a long time and a lot of work to make this transition hap-

pen, but having the ability to teach and mentor our Iraqi 

counterparts on a daily basis has been a very rewarding 

experience for all the Soldiers and Officers on the Lone 

Wolf Team. 

 

Helping our new Iraqi neighbors move in isnôt the only 

thing weôve been up to on the MiTT.  SFC Delemos, SSG 

Daugherty and SGT Waldo have been busy planning to 

conduct one of the first ever joint indirect fire training 

courses in Iraq.  SFC Delemos has already started the 

initial training by conducting map reading classes with 

some of the 48th Brigadeôs Mortar Battery Soldiers.  The 

second phase of the mortar battery training will eventu-

ally allow us to train the Mortar Battery on the 120mm 

and 82mm mortar systems. 

 

Despite our busy schedule working to mentor and train 

our Iraqi counterparts, we still find time for recreational 

activities.  In the past month, SFC Delemos constructed 

the Lone Wolf ping pong table where late night table ten-

nis competitions are common.  Meanwhile SSG 

Daugherty and SPC Lay continue their domination of 

FOB Summerall by winning the horseshoe throwing tour-

nament and the ñPull Togetherò team challenge held at 

the gym.  SGT Sexton scrounged around to find an old 

oil barrel to make us our own BBQ grill.  He and SGT 

Wood have become the MiTT chefs, cooking steak for 

the rest of us to enjoy. 

 

Even with our many responsibilities here, the thought 

of our loved ones back home is never absent.  We miss 

all of you and we canôt wait to return home.  We thank 

you for your support and understanding during our de-

ployment and we are grateful for all of the care pack-

ages and letters.  We miss you and look forward to see-

ing all of you soon. 

      

 Aloha, 

      

 First Lieutenant Dan Mizak 

       Lone Wolf MiTT Logistics Advisor 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    SSG Daugherty and SPC Lay showing off their latest trophy.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

GT Wood, hard at work trying to avoid the camera. 

 

MILITARY TRANSITION TEAM  


